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It’s 2020 - a new year, a new start. I 
have handed off the gavel to Rona Dex-

ler, your new President of the Southern 
California Miata Club. I am sure in her 
capable hands 2020 will be our best 

year yet. Since I have stepped back I’ll 
no longer be writing a monthly Soapbox 

(but keep an eye out for Rona’s Prez 
Says), but I sometimes like to ramble so 
I’ll still appear in these pages from time 

to time. Speaking of… 
 

One of the things I really admire about Japanese culture is the obses-
siveness with perfection. For example, there is a subculture in Japan of 

people who collect meticulous reproductions of vintage clothing, with an 
entire industry supplying these collectors. It’s not enough to resurface 
old patterns, either: the companies do extensive research on fabrics, on 

dies, on stitching technique. You can buy a pair of reproduction Levis, 
that are functionally identical to what Levi Strauss was selling during the 

Gold Rush. You can buy US Navy flight jackets, with the same fabric 
and stitching and grade of wool as the one my grandfather wore in the 
Pacific. 

 
Connected to this obsessive nature is a willingness to keep trying to get 

better, to iterate. At some point someone in Japan decided to make 
whisky. For the first several years, the whisky was no doubt mediocre. 
But he travelled to Scotland, pressed the Scots for recipes and tips and 

advice, and back home in Japan applied what he learned and kept. 
Making. Whisky. And today, you can buy Japanese whisky that is ar-

guably as good as anything coming from the highlands.  
 
Similarly, the Seiko watch manufacturer decided to challenge the Swiss 

at their own game. They launched a sub-brand, Grand Seiko, which set 
out to develop traditional automatic watches. The early ones were not 

particularly promising, but Seiko kept at it, and today vintage Grand 
Seikos are sought by collectors, and the new models are respected by 
connoisseurs, kept in the same company as Rolex or Jaeger Le-

Coultre.  
 
             Continued on Page 3 ——> 

DAN’S SOAPBOX 
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2020 SOCALM OFFICERS 
Executive Board 

President 
Rona Dexler …............. president@socalm.org  818.292-0069 

Vice President 

Bob Davis.............................. vp@socalm.org 909.597.1664 

Secretary 
Diana Davis ................. secretary@socalm.org 626.826.4803 

Treasurer 

Mark Kozlevcar.. ............treasurer@socalm.org 661.252.6941 

 

Regional Representatives 

Greater Long Beach 

Bud Martin ................. longbeach@socalm.org 562.233.1272 

Inland Empire /San Gabriel Valley 

Juli Davis……………..... inlandempire@socalm.org 909.374.3998 
Bob Davis…………………….....sgvalley@socalm.org  

Los Angeles 

Daniel Schulz .................losangeles@socalm.org 818.292.0069 

San Fernando Valley  

John Barreiro…………….… sfvalley@socalm.org 818.429.0232 

Orange County 

Bob Negru ......................northoc@socalm.org 714.692.1498 

South Bay 

Mark Kozlevcar...............southbay@socalm.org 310.640.3196 

Ventura /Santa Clarita 
Paul & Francie Pollock........ventura@socalm.org 818.427.5361 

 

 

Appointed Officers & Committee Members 
Newsletter Editor 

Manjul Bose  ....................................... editor@socalm.org 

Activities Coordinator 

Lisa Martin ..................................... activities@socalm.org 

Membership Coordinator 

Bari Russell ............................... membership@socalm.org 

Club Librarian 

Rona Dexler …………........................... librarian@socalm.org 

Vendor Coordinator 
Bud Martin........................................vendors@socalm.org 

Webmaster 

Lisa Martin .................................. webmaster@socalm.org 

Motorsports Coordinator 

TBD      …………………….……..motorsports@socalm.org 

 
CLUB INFORMATION 

SOCALM is a non-profit organization whose primary purpose 
is to gather for enthusiastic fun and to share information 
about the Mazda Miata MX-5. 

Annual Dues: $25.00 per year, due annually 

on June 1st. The membership of any new member (s) 

who join (s) during the 6 month period from June 1st 

through November 30th will expire as of the following June 
1st. . The membership of any new member (s) who join (s) 
during the 6 month period from December 1st through May 
31st will expire as of June 1st of the subsequent year (12-18 
months later). 
Submissions to The Reward should be sent to the club 
address below. You can also send articles, pictures, and 
letters via e-mail to editor@socalm.org. Submissions may 
be edited for content or length. The standard deadline for 
submissions is the 15th of the month, but please email the 
Editor to check on last minute submissions. The Reward, its 
contributors, and SOCALM assume no liability for the accu-
racy or legality of any information appearing herein. 

Reprint permission: Use of articles or stories by other 
Miata clubs is hereby granted, provided proper credit to this 
publication and the author is given. 
 
Southern California Miata Club 
23052-H Alicia Parkway #247 
Mission Viejo, CA 92692 

Club Information 

SOCALM Library 
Some of the members may not be aware that SOCALM has a library. There are 

several reference items available to members for their use. We have factory 

repair manuals for model years 1990, 91, and 92. An enthusiast manual for the 

early (1600cc) cars, along with suggested repair times manuals for 1995 cars. 

 

If you are thinking of planning a run, but are a little reluctant because you’ve 
never done it before, there is an excellent manual available to walk you 

through the process. Back issues of Miata Magazine to Winter of 1992 are 

available. We have a full set of past issues of The Reward, thanks to Bill Strohm 

who donated his collection.   

 

There are also some items that may be helpful, such as 2 portable CB radios for 

use on runs.  A G-Tech meter for measuring acceleration, horsepower and 

cornering G’s. A trunk-mounted luggage rack is available to use on long trips. 
 
 

 https://www.facebook.com/
SouthernCaliforniaMiataClub/   
 
Our webmaster will give you the permissions. 
 

               We also use “gaggle” now. Socalm@gaggle.email  

These items are here for the use of any SOCALM member in good  

standing. Just contact the club librarian at librarian@socalm.org to make 

arrangements if you wish to borrow items you need.  Remember to 

always promptly return any items that you have borrowed. 
 

Rona Dexler, Club Librarian, tel: 818.426.0193 

Email: librarian@socalm.org 
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Continued from Page 1: 
 
I like to think the Miata falls into this grand tradition of Japanese perfectionism. The original 

pitch, after all, was to engineer a British roadster, but one that didn’t leak oil the driveway and 
one that started every morning. And from the get-go the Miata has fulfilled that mandate, but 
also improved steadily, over time. I love my 2007 (NC) model, but on the last run I joined 

there were a number of NDs at various colors and trim levels, and I spent a lot of time on that 
run admiring just how marvelously the Miata has matured. As with whisky, and vintage wear, 
and fine watches, Mazda has shown that Japan can produce sports cars that are as satisfying 
as anything manufactured in the ancestral homeland of the sports car. But also as with 
whisky, vintage wear and watches, they will continue to refine the car and make it even bet-

ter. 
 
Zoom-Zoom, 
 

Daniel Schulz 
Los Angeles Rep 

Southern California Miata Club 

Congratulations  
to Omar Menchavez! 

SOCALM’s newest HAM!! 
 

Remember, if YOU are interested 
in obtaining your  

Amateur Radio License  
contact: 

 
Mike Markowitz 

 
E/ n6xrf@sbcglobal.net 

C/ 818.648.0933 

mailto:n6xrf@sbcglobal.net


 

 

February Memberships 

MEMBERSHIP — ANNUAL DUES 
SOCALM‘s ANNUAL MEMBERSHIPS WERE DUE (JUNE 1, 2019), unless you joined as a new 

member between December 1, 2018 through May 31, 2019 then your membership will expire 

June 1, 2020. If a new member joined December 1, 2019 through May 31, 2020 your mem-

bership will expire June 2021. 

 
You may use PayPal via our web site at www.socalm.org. To renew hit the square Red Button (NON RE-
NEWED MEMBERSHIPS EXPIRE AUGUST 31, 2019) Please fill out the application and proceed to payment 
info and hit submit. To join by using PayPal, at the top of the site hit (Join our Club) then hit the round 
Red Button, or just send a check via snail mail with a club application to address below. Please either 
way it is important to fill out an application. For renewals if any of your info has changed; new car, ad-
dress or email change, send a club application, which has more detail. If using PayPal to renew email me 
the application at membership@socalm.org or snail mail to address above.  

 

Membership:   154 

Single:             82 
Dual:                72 

People:             226 
Cars:              161 

Membership Statistics 

 

 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS! 
 

Herminio Bautista & Lupe Gonzalez   Huntington Beach    2017 Machine Grey RF 

John Goodlad           Dana Point      1996 Starlight Blue 

Robert & Lisa Ratliff         Buena Park      1999 Brilliant Black 

       

 

 

   RENEWALS / PREVIOUS MEMBERS 
 

Peter Soelter & Cheri Strelow     Pasadena       1997 Marina Green  
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SOCALM 
23052-H Alicia Parkway #247 

Mission Viejo, CA 92692 

 

ONLY $25 per 
year!!  

renewed annually June 1st  
 

JOIN TODAY!! 

mailto:membership@socalm.org


 

 

 

             Birthdays 

5 The Reward - official newsletter of the Southern California Miata Club February 2020 www.socalm.org 

February Birthdays 

02/03 Robert Apodaca 

02/03 Lisa Martin 
02/05 John Ostrowski 

02/07 Fred Santillo 
02/08 Scott Gore 
02/11 Richard Honda 

02/13 Jim Kelly 
02/13 Bud Martin 

02/14 Adam Kuhlman 

02/15 Griffin Strole 

02/17 Samuel Allen 
02/18 Richard Yazloff 

02/19 Bob Ledesma 
02/22 Jan Grant 
02/26 Doug Jones 

02/26 Steve Wade 
02/26 William Pierle 

02/29 Marsha Lovatt 

 
 

 

 

I’m baaaaaaaaccckkk… 

 

And very happy to be so. I want to thank Dan Schulz for stepping up to 

the plate and taking over while I took a much needed break. 

 I am hoping that the coming year will bring a lot of Miata Fun and Frolic 

as we celebrate OUR 30th year of being a club and a Zoom-Zoom family! 

 

Zoom-Zoom… 

Rona 

PREZ SEZ 



 

 

Mazda Tour 
 

In our trip to Japan, I toured the Mazda Plant in Hiroshima. Our volunteer 

guide, Kohei Yamauchi (山内康平), retired from Mazda (more to come on 

him). He met us at our hotel and took us by metro to Zoom-Zoom City. We 

walked about 2 blocks past the huge Mazda-endowed hospital, open to 

Mazda employees, families and all Japanese citizens to the entrance. The 

English tour is at 10 AM. we signed in at the Museum and visitors center.  

In the visitors ’center we looked over a highlight of Mazda cars and the 

history and awards. In 1920, Mazda made 3-wheel delivery vehicles (figure 2). 

In the 70s Mazda expanded to four-wheel trucks and passenger cars. In 1985, 

Mazda introduced the Miata.  

 

 

 



 

 

Promptly at 10 AM, we boarded our bus and our guide escorted us to the 

museum. The drive was about 20 minutes, and she pointed out the details of 

the facility. We learned that  

 Mazda has over 35,000 employees. 

 It has its own fire department  

 All manufacturing is done here  

 All Mazda employees drive Mazda cars 

 Mazda has dormitories for their new employees to live in 

 Across the harbor are Mazda’s transportation docks and their 

ships 

We were able to see the history in its cars. As we toured the museum, 

we saw the first Monte Carlo Grand Winner. Kohei, our guide, was 

very humble and quiet. Asking him about his career with Mazda, he 

shared with me that he had worked in transmissions and drive trains. 

On assignment, he spent several years in Detroit (his son is in the 

Japanese State Department and speaks several languages). As we 

looked at the race car, he mentioned that Mazda had asked for 

engineers to volunteer as mechanics. I explained that it was a great 

opportunity for him to work on the equipment that he designed. 

Reporting it was his most stressful job, he spent a few years in Europe 

on the Mazda 

Racing Team. His 

work began at 5 PM after each race, to repair the cars for the next 

morning race. 

Merle and I were greatly impressed with his humility in learning of 

his 

accomplishe

d career at 

Mazda. 

The guide 

took us 

through the 

museum, and after we learned of the various models. We saw 

detailed displays on the Rotary engine development and a step 

by step exhibit from vehicle design to show room delivery. At 

that point we entered the final assembly plant and walked out on 

to a balcony observing the final vehicle assembly. I can only say 

there was no down time and the floor workers really moved!! 

(No photos were allowed). 



 

 

Kohei was also our guide in Hiroshima for the two days we were there. Since he 

retired, he works as a volunteer guide escorting English speaking visitors to the 

Hiroshima sites. It was 

by luck that we learned 

he had a long and 

successful career with 

Mazda. 

We returned to the 
Hiroshima train station 
for lunch. Kohei took us 
down 3 levels to one of 
the three best restaurants serving the famous Hiroshima 
pancake (Google it). (By the way there is also an Osaka pancake, 
however the Hiroshima pancake wins hands down)! After lunch, 

Kohei escorted us to the buses to go to the Hiroshima Peace Park. We bid good byes and I hope he takes up my offer to 
show him Los Angeles. 

 
How to book a Mazda Tour 
 
1. In advance if possible (I did this at least 3 months before our trip). Book volunteer guides for the cities you plan to 

visit. https://www.japan.travel/en/plan/list-of-volunteer-guides/. We were fortunate to have Kohei as our guide 
for the days we were there. 

 
2. Book your tour as far in advance as possible. https://asocialnomad.com/japan/mazda-factory-tour-japan/ . Initially 

I booked three reservations and when I got Kohei’s contact info emailed Mazda with his name.  

 
3. The reservation was then reconfirmed and MAKE SURE you check the dates again. I did not and they changed the 

date to a month ahead. Three weeks before our reservation I sent confirmation emails and discovered the error. 
They reported they were full. Without my knowledge, Kohei worked with Mazda and we received a reply email 
that we were again scheduled as “Distinguished Visitors”  

 
General Comments: 
We spent 15 days in Tokyo, Hiroshima, Kyoto/Osaka and took day trip tours. All of our guides were volunteers who enjoy 
the work and want to improve their English. We had guides for 13 of the 15 days. They only ask for travel expense and 
lunch. We ate at some spectacular Japanese restaurants with the locals. We have made some lasting friendships. The 
Japanese do not accept any tips. I did bring some California gold rush challenge coins as my thank you gift. The surprise 
look was unforgettable.  
 
The best time to go is Mid October. We were there September 22 to October 7th and it was still hot and humid. The US 
dollar is very strong. Excellent hotels were found at or by the train stations for about $140.00 per night. Buy a Green car 
pass for the Bullet Trains good for everywhere at 7, 14 and 21 days.  Get Google translate on your phone. It works well. 
 
One reads about the politeness and honesty. Returning to Tokyo, we took the taxi from the train station back to our 
hotel. The price was $25.00. I paid by credit card. The driver apologized for taking the wrong route and he gave me back 
$5.00!! Needless to say, he got a challenge coin. 
 
If you are interested, I can send you a word document of the trip details. 

George Pappas  / silvergreek@gmail.com 

https://www.japan.travel/en/plan/list-of-volunteer-guides/
https://asocialnomad.com/japan/mazda-factory-tour-japan/


 

 

Ventura Social 

  
 

Date: February 7, 2020 

Time: 6:30pm - 8:00pm 

Place: Junkyard Cafe 

           2585 Cochran Street 

   Simi Valley, CA 93065 

Host: Paul & Francie Pollock 

   francespollock@yahoo.com 

   818-427-5361 

  

Description: 
Good food, cold beer!  We’re in the “Tiki” room.  

 
 

 

South Bay Social  
  

Date:    February 10, 2020 

Time:    6:00pm - 9:00 pm 

Place:   La Paz Mexican Restaurant  

           514 Center Street 

   El Segundo CA 90245 USA     

 

Hosts:  Mark Kozlevcar 

   310-227-1064 

   kozlevcar@earthlink.net 

Description: 

Please join us at La Paz restaurant in the heart of El 

Segundo for some straight forward Mexican food. The 

family running this restaurant started serving El Se-

gundo's best Mexican food in 1976, and moved less 

than a mile to their present location when they lost 

their lease on Main Street. The location has plenty of 

parking and lots of chips and salsa.  

 

 

Los Angeles Social 
  

Date:    February 12, 2020 

Time:    6:30pm - 9:30pm 

Place:   Bob’s Big Boy—Burbank 

           4211 W Riverside Dr 

   Burbank CA 91505 USA     

Hosts:  Dan Schultz 

   818-292-0069 

 

Description: 

Casual social for dinner & car chat. RSVP not re-

quired, but appreciated so we can grab a table of ap-

propriate size.  

SFV Social 

  
Date:    February 21, 2020 

Time:    6:30pm - 9:30pm 

Place:   Weiler’s Deli 

           22323 Sherman Way #25 

   Canoga Park CA 91303 USA  

Hosts:  John Barreiro 

   johnb@jbtais.com  

 

Description:  

Every one that attended the last SFV social liked 

Weiler's so we're doing it again!  

 
 
 

February Socials 
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SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA MIATA CLUB 
23052-H Alicia Parkway #247 

Mission Viejo, CA 92692 

Driving the twisties since 1990! 
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